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In the long nineteenth century, consumption and precarity
emerge as deeply interwoven cultural, social, and aesthetic
dynamics. Drawing on literary, sociological, and (economic-)
historical perspectives, the contributions examine how precarious
consumption structures social distinction, destabilizes gendered
orders, and generates new forms of economic insecurity. They
show how literary texts narratively model these tensions, expose
theoretical blind spots in economic thought, and aesthetically
explore precarious modes of agency.
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